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- Alittle luck and a litt

jve years — QT half a lifetime, more
or less — passed befare the girls es-
caped the loving embrace of adulis
who didn’t believe a word they

said.

" The three sisters — Allyson, Meredith and

Amanda Koplin — spent morelthan 30
months living underground with their math-

-er, Nancy, after failing t¢ convince Texas

authorities that their father had sexually
abused them.

When the FBI and Tillamook County sher-
iff's deputies finally nabbed mother an.d
daughters in Pacific City in 1993, the girls
were hustled ta the airport under false pre-
tense and flown back to Texas.

They lived in foster homes for nine

months. They were dragged by Child Protec-

tive Services' workers back to their father’s
apartment and urged to tel] the guy that
they loved him. .

They were the star wilnesses and prize
catch in a protracted legal battle that may
Jeave Nancy Graser Koplin in debt for the
rest of her life.

Getting depressed? You shouldn't be.

This, believe it or
not, is a success story.

When a San Antonio
jury terminated Gary
Koplin's parental
rights last week, it
marked one of the first
times that a mother
who took her children
undergrommd has been

awarded full custody
in court.
: Why the Koplins?
“Some amazing luck and grace,” said Alan
Rasenfeld, the family’s Vermont-based attor-
ney.

“I'm net sure Nancy and the girls would
have ended up this safe without every one of
those pieces of Juck.”

The Koplins' incredible journey began in
the fall of 1990, two days after Nancy and
Gary finalized their divorce. Amanda, who
was then 4, told her mother that she’d been
abused, Her mother filed a police report.

Child Protective Services in San Antonic

shrugged and said they couldn’t be sure.

Nancy Koplin fled with her daughters to
Michigan, where doctors and social workers
confirmed the abuse of each of her daugh-
ters. When she tried to terininate Gary's pa-
rental rights, 2 Michigan judge ordered her
back to Texas.

Instead, Xoplin hit the Oregon trail. With
the help of a Eugene couple, Jim and Mary
Curtis, the Koplins hid out for two years
while Gary searched for them on “Hard
Copy” and “America’s Most Wanted.”

When Nancy Koplin was finally arrested
on child-kidnapping charges, her daughters
were fed back into the Texas “'child protec-
tion” system.

That's a system, she said, that treats
mothers who report sexual abuse as if
they're toting some weird agenda. A system
that seemed intent to “'railroad the children
into having a relationship with” their abus-

er.
“It wasn't the system that saved the chil-
dren,” Koplin said. “The jury in Texas were

some of the first people in five years who ac-

tually listened to what the children said,

. -

le grace bring the Koplins home

and acted on it. The parents on the jury
made the decision to protect my daughters.
No one in the system was willing to do
that.”

Tt_le jury was a stroke of luck. In the har-
rowing world of child-abuse cases, agnosti-
cism - for lack of a better word — often
wears the veterans down. When one parent
charges the other with abusing their kids,
100 many social workers, lawyers, judges
and opinion writers se¢k refuge in the idea
that the truth is unknowable.

}3ut Texas law allows anvone the right to
a jury trial on any issue. After a four-week
trial, in which the jury listened to 10 hours
of Allyson, Meredith and Amanda testifying
on iape, it terminated Gary Keplin's paren-
tal rights.

Rosenfeld emerged from the case ques-
tioning whether the standard of proof
should be lowered in child-abuse cases.
There are three legal standards — beyond a
reascnable doubt, clear and convincing evi-
dence, and “preponderance” of evidence.

“For termination of parental rights, we
had to meet the ‘clear and convincing’ stan-
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dard,” Rosenfeld said. “It seems to me ludi-
crous not to protect the child when there’s
pnly a 48.¢ percent probability that the child
is going to be raped. If a mother would do
anything else that had a 50 percent chance
of S:ausing the child harm, we'd take the
child away and charge child neglect.”

After hearing the verdict, Koplin and her
daughters flew back to Oregon, landing in
Portland Wednesday night. The girls will
start school Monday; their mother wiil look
for a marketing job, and the opportunity to
bepin repaying her debts.

Rosenfeld is also moving on. “We call this
an amazing victory, but look what they suf-
fered through to get to this point,” he said.

‘_‘We should all take hope that these three
children have been saved, But that's all. |
don’t think any other children are safer. As
I'm celebrating the joy of freeing these girls,
T'm already looking at cther cases.”

Steve Duin's column appears Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Sundays. Reach him by
phone at 221-8597, by FAX ar 294-5159, or by
mail et 1320 S.W. Broadway, Portland 87201.
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